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DIVISION 34:  ENVIRONMENT 
[Supplementary Information No B11.] 

Question:  Ms K. Hodson-Thomas asked for supplementary information regarding concerns of breaches of 
World Health Organisation levels and the number of times the standard has been breached. 

Answer:  The member asked how many occasions in the past financial year has the monitoring shown levels 
above acceptable levels set by the World Health Organisation   

The World Health Organisation have developed and published ambient air quality guidelines (WHO 2000, 
Guidelines for Air Quality. Geneva, Switzerland).  It should be noted that these guidelines are not standards.  
The WHO documentation states that “The purpose of the Guidelines for Air Quality is to provide a basis for 
protecting public health from adverse effects of air pollution and for eliminating, or reducing to a minimum, 
those contaminants that are known to be, or likely to be, hazardous to human health and well being.  The 
Guidelines should provide background information for nations engaged in setting air quality standards, although 
their use is not restricted to this.  These Guidelines are not intended as standards.  In moving from guidelines to 
standards, prevailing exposure levels and environmental, social, economic and cultural conditions in a nation or 
region should be taken into account.  In certain circumstances there may be valid reasons to pursue policies 
which will result in pollutant concentrations above or below the guideline values.”   

In Australia, the National Environment Protection Council made the National Environment Protection Measure 
for Ambient Air Quality (NEPM) in 1998.  The NEPM sets standards to be met by the year 2008 for carbon 
monoxide, ozone, nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide, lead and particles.  Western Australia has adopted the 
NEPM.   

The Department of Environment annually publishes an air monitoring report that details results and makes 
comparisons to the relevant standards.  These published annual reports also fulfil the State’s reporting 
requirements under the NEPM.   

During the 2004-2005 financial year (up to 10 June 2005) the following NEPM exceedances occurred: 

4 events of particles PM10 (particles with an equivalent aerodynamic diameter of 10 micrometers or 
less) above the NEPM standard at Bunbury and South Lakes; 2 events at Caversham; and 1 event at 
Duncraig. 

4 events of particles PM2.5  (particles with an equivalent aerodynamic diameter of 2.5 micrometers or 
less) above the NEPM advisory standard at Bunbury; and 1 event at Duncraig.   

All the PM10 NEPM exceedances were associated with the production of smoke from vegetation fires, with the 
exception of one exceedance at Caversham which was likely linked to farming activities in the field adjacent to 
the monitoring station.  The PM2.5  NEPM exceedances were all associated with the production of smoke from 
vegetation fires.  The term "vegetation fires" describes bushfires, fuel reduction burns and fire suppression 
activities.   

The Department does not routinely compare monitoring results with the WHO guidelines and considerable effort 
is required to extract such data.  That work is under way and I will provide the information to the member as 
soon as possible.   

[Supplementary Information No B12.] 

Question:  Ms K. Hodson-Thomas asked for the Minister to provide supplementary information about the 
funding levels from the Perth air quality management plan for major initiative in 2005-06. 

Answer:  Major initiatives in 2005-2006 relate to the key areas of managing vehicle emissions and managing 
smoke from domestic wood heaters, supported by the air quality monitoring program.  This includes: 

(a) Commencing an innovative diesel vehicle emissions management program that includes components 
for industry training and education, emissions testing and program evaluation, in partnership with the 
Commonwealth Government.  Western Australia’s contribution will be $280,000 over 3 years, with an 
expenditure of $90,000 in 2005-2006.  

(b) Analysing the results of the trial petrol vehicle emissions testing program, and developing suitable 
recommendations for future directions.  $125 000 was expended on this project during the 2004-2005 
financial year and an additional $94 000 will be expended on the project in 2005-2006.   

(c) Expenditure of $190,000 in 2005-2006 on haze reduction activities, including development of a long-
term management program for wood heaters and their emissions, community education activities (such 
as Air watch), and support to local Government.   
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(d) Supporting the above programs through the monitoring of a wide range of air quality parameters at 10 
locations around Perth at a cost of $495,000 in 2005-2006.   

[Supplementary Information No B13.] 

Question:  Mr J.N. Hyde asked the Minister to table the correspondence between the Minister for the 
Environment and the Federal Minister for the Environment and Heritage regarding the Perth airport bushland. 

Answer:  Correspondence between the Minister for the Environment and the Federal Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage regarding the Perth airport bushland is attached.  [This information is held in the 
Legislative Assembly Bills and Papers Office.] 

[Supplementary Information No B14.] 

Question:  Mr B.J. Grylls asked the Minister to provide information on the Bedminster plan and its operation 
and capacity.  

Answer:  I am informed that the operating capacity of the Waste Composting Facility at Canning Vale in the 
2005/06 financial year will be 85,000 tonnes of Municipal Solid Waste processed and it will produce 
approximately 30,000 tonnes of compost to the Australian Standard.  The compost will be available for cereal 
crop and horticulture (excluding vegetable growers) farms.  Twenty broadacre farms and twenty five 
horticultural properties will utilise the compost.  It is anticipated that the compost will be primarily used within 
100 kilometres of the Canning Vale Facility due to transport costs.   
 


